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90 percent of Latino students complete high
school. And fifth, let’s make sure that over the
next decade, the percentage of Hispanic stu-
dents who earn college degrees will double what
it is today.

Now, these goals are specific and ambitious
but clearly achievable. If we are serious, we
have to do something about meeting them. This
morning the Secretary of Education released the
first of what will be annual reports measuring
progress in Hispanic student achievement. We
also need an entity outside electoral politics to
keep a national spotlight on these goals, because
they should be the Nation’s goals, without re-
gard to party.

Today I’m happy to announce the creation
of such an entity: the 2010 Alliance, a partner-
ship among a wide variety of Hispanic organiza-
tions, including La Raza and the National Asso-
ciation for Bilingual Education, and corporate
and non-profit groups, from the Ford, Irvine,
Kellogg, and Hazen Foundations to AT&T, GM,
Univision, and State Farm.

The alliance will be, as they say, in your face.
[Laughter] It is designed to remind the Nation
of these goals and to spur commitments, specific
ones, at every level of government and the pri-
vate sector to help to meet them. I’m happy
that a number of organizations have already
committed to taking specific steps to help
achieve the goals.

The Discovery Channel will publicize the
goals in public service announcements to run

on its Discovery and Espanol Network. The edu-
cational software firm Lightspan is teaming up
with the Department of Housing and Urban
Development to provide special software and
Internet access for computers in HUD neigh-
borhood centers in Hispanic communities. Many
other organizations, from the American Library
Association to the Hispanic Radio Network, also
are contributing.

Closing this achievement gap is a challenge
that may seem daunting now, but it will seem
inevitable once we do it. And when we do it,
if we work hard, stay together, and stay focused
on the goal, America will be a better, stronger
place in the 21st century.

Thank you very much.
I’d like now to introduce Governor Parris

Glendening of Maryland, who increased his
State’s investment in education by $600 million
and doubled funds to build and modernize
schools in his first term in office. In more ways
than I can count right now, since he’s been
Governor, Maryland has been on the forefront
of change in our Nation. And I wish every State
would follow Maryland’s lead.

Governor.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:48 p.m. in the
East Room at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to Guillermo Linares, Chairman,
President’s Advisory Commission on Educational
Excellence for Hispanic Americans.

Statement on the Korean Summit
June 15, 2000

The historic summit between President Kim
Dae-jung and Chairman Kim Chong-il marks
an initial, hopeful step toward peace and rec-
onciliation on the Korean Peninsula. I welcome
the agreements the two leaders reached on hu-
manitarian and economic cooperation and on a
future summit in Seoul, and hope that both
sides will continue down this promising path.

I applaud Kim Dae-jung’s persistence and wis-
dom as he has moved, soberly and realistically,
to improve relations with the North. President
Kim and I have consulted very closely on this
issue, and I look forward to supporting his fu-
ture initiatives toward lasting peace and full rec-
onciliation.
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